
14th July 2023Contact details:

02920 832116

nantyparcprimary@sch.caerphilly.gov.uk

Value of the month: Cooperation

Diary Dates 
17.07.23 – 20.07.23 WOW Days – Kids Camp 

19.07.23    Toy Day & Pyjama Day

01.09.23    School opens for pupils  

A peek at the next few weeks…

Term Dates
20.07.23 End of summer term 1:15 pm 

finish

01.09.23 Start of autumn term 

29.09.23       INSET (school closed to pupils)

06.10.23 INSET (school closed to pupils)

30.10.23-03.11.23 Half Term 

21.12.23 End of autumn term 1:15 pm 

finish)

Please see all 

attachments

SCHOOL OF THE YEAR 

Nant-y-Parc has been chosen as World Class School of the Year by the WCSQM 

organisation. After being shortlisted as one of five schools across the UK, we were 

successful in winning the title. Again, we are so proud of this achievement and want to 

thank our learners and parents for engaging in the assessment process for this award. As 

part of the World Class Schools network, we will collaborate with other schools across the 

UK to ensure that our teaching and learning experiences remain world class.

SEPTEMBER 2023 

Just a reminder that the new academic year will start on Friday 1st September. Please try 

your best to ensure your child wears school uniform which is a white or red polo top, a 

red cardigan or jumper and black bottoms. If they wear a P.E. kit, this should be a red 

T-shirt, black shorts, or joggers. 

WELSH GOVERNMENT CARERS SUPPORT FUND
The Welsh Government Carers Support fund is open!

These are available in;

• Caerphilly

• Cardiff

• Monmouthshire 

• Vale of Glamorgan

• Rhondda Cynon Taf

• Merthyr Tydfil

Regarding grant eligibility, the funding is limited to one grant application per household, 

and carers who benefitted from this fund's previous rounds cannot receive another 

grant. The grant is to support people struggling with essentials and will be provided via 
vouchers to buy groceries; household items (cookers, fridges, beds, washing machines, etc.); 

clothing and necessary technology. Please note, the carer must live in one of those areas, 

no matter where the person they care for lives. 

We plan to have the grant open for applications from the 10th of July until the 21st of 

June but may need to close early depending on demand and the remaining grant funds. 
The best advice to carers and any partners you share this opportunity with is to check 

back regularly.

Please apply by following the link below ensuring you meet the eligibility criteria mentioned 

above.

Want To Apply for A Grant - The Care Collective

Please contact Hannah Rees – Hannah.rees@thecarecollective.wales with any queries. 

A FINAL MESSAGE 

As another academic year ends, we want to wish all our learners and their families a 

happy and healthy summer. Thank you for all your hard work and support over the past 

year. It has been so refreshing to finally feel like we are back to normal in our school 

and can enjoy community events once again. Stay safe over the holidays and make lots 

of special memories with each other. We can’t wait to hear all about them in September. 

To our Y6 pupils – wishing you lots of luck as you enter the next chapter of your 

education and move to comprehensive school. Always remember where we are, and we are 

so proud to call you past pupils of Nant-y-Parc.

BEING RESPECTFUL
As a school, we pride ourselves on maintaining positive relationships 

with parents and pupils. We also pride ourselves on communicating 

effectively with parents using various forms of communication to 

ensure that messages have been passed on and that no parent/pupil 

misses out on key events. However, in recent weeks, several staff 

members have reported that they have been spoken to in an 

unacceptable manner as a result of correspondence not being read by 

parents. We are not responsible for your actions and if you choose 

not to read the information which is shared, then please do not take 

this frustration out on staff. As I am sure you can appreciate, 

staff have a hard enough job in trying to ensure that ALL children 

are constantly receiving the most amazing opportunities, and whilst 

you only have to think of your child/ren, they must organise up to 

30 children at any one time. 

Please note that if you call the school and speak to staff in an 

aggressive manner, or approach staff in this way, they will refuse to 

speak to you until you have calmed down. This may mean putting 

the telephone down until the situation has been defused. 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fthecarecollective.wales%2Fadult-carers%2Fim-an-adult-carer-and-i%2Fcarers-grants%2F&data=05%7C01%7CNelsonK10%40sch.caerphilly.gov.uk%7Ce2d984d9801d41ff339c08db7d295f02%7C4f3f0e52b734416494091b601d147993%7C0%7C0%7C638241388854604438%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ixCljtEP4vhqf1kSLT8ToTCz63wwYUz3pGAZ8Y5QsgA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Hannah.rees@thecarecollective.wales


Dear Parents / Guardians

Free School Meal Holiday Payment Arrangements for Caerphilly

– Summer Holiday 2023

On Wednesday 28 June 2023 Welsh Government informed Council’s across Wales that they would no longer 

provide Free School Meal Holiday payments, with immediate effect.

This announcement generated a lot of feedback from families who were relying on this payment. As a Council 

we actively listen to the needs and concerns of our communities and the lateness of this announcement had 

clearly caused distress. 

We are aware that the ever-increasing cost of living has become a significant burden on our communities and 

put a strain on household budgets.  

Caerphilly’s Cabinet have agreed to provide a one-off payment of £19.50 per week, per child, to eligible 

families for the school holiday period commencing Friday 21 July 2023 and ending on Thursday 31 August 

2023. 

This decision has been taken to cushion the impact of late withdrawal of funding by Welsh Government.

The total funding per child will be £117 for eligible families as at Friday 21 July 2023. If you become eligible for 

free school meals after this date, you will receive a reduced amount. 

We have committed to lobbying Welsh Government to reverse this decision as the Council is only able to fund 

this one-off payment for this summer. There will be no further payments for any future school holiday beyond 

this period.

Families of all eligible pupils will receive a Post Office letter, allowing collection of a cash payment from 

any Post Office branch. 

It is anticipated that letters for eligible pupils will be received by Monday 24th July 2023.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the payment process, please do not hesitate to reach out to 

our dedicated staff. We are here to assist you in any way we can and provide the necessary support. 

Please email fsmholidaypayments@caerphilly.gov.uk or call us on 01443 864055.

We would also like to highlight a range of additional resources that can help support families in these difficult 

financial times.

They include.

• Government Support Schemes: The Welsh Government offers various support schemes, including 

welfare benefits such as Universal Credit, which can provide financial assistance to families in need. 

More information here:

https://www.gov.wales/help-cost-living

• Caerphilly CBC Cost-of-Living support: We have developed a ‘one stop shop’ on the CCBC website 

where lots of cost-of-living support measures can be found in one place:

http://www.caerphilly.gov.uk/cost-of-living-support

mailto:fsmholidaypayments@caerphilly.gov.uk
https://www.gov.wales/help-cost-living
http://www.caerphilly.gov.uk/cost-of-living-support


• Local Food Banks: Local food banks are available to provide essential food items and support to families 

experiencing financial hardship. They can assist you in accessing the necessary provisions during the 

summer holidays. We have compiled a list of local food banks and their operating hours, which you can 

find on the Caerphilly CBC Website:

https://www.caerphilly.gov.uk/services/managing-your-money/foodbanks

We understand that this change may lead to additional inquiries and concerns. 

Please be assured our Caerphilly Cares team is here to support and guide you through these challenges. If you 

have any questions or need assistance in accessing alternative resources, please do not hesitate to contact the 

team by phone: 01443 811490 or Email: caerphillycares@caerphilly.gov.uk.

Yours sincerely 

CCBC

https://www.caerphilly.gov.uk/services/managing-your-money/foodbanks
mailto:caerphillycares@caerphilly.gov.uk










School Essentials Grant (Replaces PDG Access Grant) 2023/2024

Key changes for families to be aware of for September 2023 

• New name – School Essentials Grant replaces the PDG Access Grant

• There is no longer a requirement for families to submit a specific 

application for the grant. Families of eligible pupils will receive a Post 

Office letter, allowing the collection of a cash payment. 

• The grant provides £125 (except for year 7 which is £200) for eligible 

pupils [Reception through to Year 11] to buy school uniforms, equipment, 

sports kit, and kit for activities outside of school. 

Eligibility of pupils remains unchanged, full details are available on the Council’s 

Website. 

https://www.caerphilly.gov.uk/services/schools-and-learning/travel,-grants-and-

funding/school-essentials-grant?lang=en-GB

https://www.caerphilly.gov.uk/services/schools-and-learning/travel,-grants-and-funding/school-essentials-grant?lang=en-GB
https://www.caerphilly.gov.uk/services/schools-and-learning/travel,-grants-and-funding/school-essentials-grant?lang=en-GB
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